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a tenth, those of the northern a fifth, in aid of the war with
Scotland.

The above is a bare chronological statement of the two trains
of events which led to this great and most important act ;
the one starting from the bull Clericis laicos, the other from
the refusal of the earls to go to Gascony without the king.
Here, as in the events which led to the Great Charter, we trace
two distinct but concurrent forces, supplementing each other ;
each of them the summation of a series of accumulating
influences, but timed by an extraordinary coincidence, through
the king's necessities. Neither the heavy imposts laid on the
clergy, nor the demand of foreign service from the earls, nor
the seizure of the wool by the king, has any direct technical
bearing on the question of the confirmation of the charters of
King John. Yet these charters are the rallying-point of the
oppressed and offended ; the essence, as it was thought, of the
constitution. If the actual effects of the two distinct forces
are carefully examined, it will be seen that whilst the confirma-
tion of the charters is due mainly to the action of Archbishop
Winchelsey, the addition of the new articles seems to be the
result of the measures of the earls. It would be too much to
suppose that Winchelsey was to them what Langton had been
to the barons at Runnymede, nor is there clear evidence that
he was acting in concert with them after his reconciliation
with Edward. The additional articles may, however, have
been drawn up with his concurrence before the reconciliation,
and they certainly appear as the gravamina of the whole
estates of the realm. (See p. 435.)

The confirmation of his son's act by the king at Ghent in
November did not entirely satisfy the barons. In the summer
of 1298 the two earls demanded a second assurance as a con-
dition of service in Scotland ; and a further formal confirma-
tion was made by the king in consequence on the 8th of March,
1299, with a provision saving the rights of the crown. This
form, did not content the people ; and the process was repeated